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The Birmingham Seience Fietion Group meets on the third Friday of
each month. Our place of meeting will be altering over the next few
montha, so see below for details. New members are always welcome.
Qur treasurer is Margaret Thorpe, 36 Twyford Road, Ward End, Birm-
ingham 8. The annual subscription is £2 per person.

SEPTEMBER MEETING - Friday 19th September at 7.45 pm

- At the IMPERIAL HOTEL in Temple Street, off New SGtreet, Birmingham.
We should be meeting in' the Connaught Room.

— Our speaker is IAN WATSON, one of the most successful Fnglish ST
authors of the 19708, well known for his complex inner-space novels
such as The Fmbedding, The Martian Inca, Miracle Visitors and, rec-
ently published, e Gardens of Delight. He used to lecture at Birm-
ingham Polytechnic (among other places) but is now a full-time writer.
Next year He will be the puest-of-Honour at the Easter convention,
Yorcon I11; you can save yourself time and money by coming along to
hear him on Friday in Birmingham. He is, notoriously, a controvers-
ial speaker---you may remember hie appearance on BBC TV's "The Book
Programme” a few monthe ago, when he firmly put Robert Robinson in
hir place---80 it should be a very entertaining evening. There will
also be a raffle for a copy of the first edition of Ian's new novel,
The Gardens of Delight.

AUGUST MEETING

We were lucky enough to have not only Alan Vince talking about Dan
Dare and showing slides, but also Frank Hampson himself, who brought
along srome of his original Dan Dare artwork.

FORTHC OMING

NOTE THAT FOR THE OCTOBER MEETING WE WILI, PROBABLY BE AT THE IMPERIAL
HOTEL AGAIN. IN' NOVEMBER, WITH! LUCK, WE SHOULD BE BACK AT THE IVY
BUSH, HAGLEY ROAD. MORE DETAILS NEXT MONTH.

Anthony Cheetham will be our spealter on the third Friday of October.
At the beginning of November is Novacon 10, with Brian Aldiss as
muent-of-honour. On the third Friday of November Dr Julian Isnacs
will be talking to us sbout ESP.

BIRMINGHAM SCIENCE FICTION FIIM SOCIETY, our junior offshoot, meets
at Birmingham's Arts Lab cinema, in Holt Street, on the firet Sunday
morning of each month. The propramme for October 5th, commencing at
11.00 am, is 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY, plus two more episodes of the
Captain Marvel serinl, plus an auction of various desirable items,
fuch ao original film nosters. For membership details get in touch
with Chrie Umith, 49 Humber Tower, Francis Street, Birmingham 7,
Aleo, the DOFFS ie planning to make ite own SF film. Anybody with

an intereert in, or experience of, filming, lighting, sound recording,
sereennlay writing, acting, ete, is invited to contact Chris Smith.



THE 1980 HUGO AWARDS were presented
at Noreascon II, the 38th World SF

convention, in BDoston, USA, om Sun-

day 3lst Aupgust. Results were:

Best Novel ~ The Fountains of
Paradise - Arthur T.Clarke
Best Novella — "Fnemy Mine" —
Barry Longyear

Best Novelette — "Sand Kinge" -
George R.R.Martin

Best Short Story - "The Way of
Cross and Dragon™ - George R.
R.NMartin

Best Non-fictiom - The Encyeclo-
aedia of Science Fictiom -

. edited by Peter Nicholls

Best Dramatic Presentation — Alien

Best Profeseional Artist - Michael Whelan

Best Fan Artist - Alexis Gilliland

Best Editor - George Scithers

Best Fanzine - Locus

Best Fan Writer — Hob Shaw

John W.Campbell Award (Best New Author) - Barry Longyenar

Gandalf Award (Fantasy Writing) - Ray Bradbury

ANDROMEDA BOOKSHOP'S top ten best selling paperbacks during August:
l. Homeworld - Harry Harrison
2. The Dead Zone - Stephen King
3. Wiseion to Moulokin — Alan Dean Foster
4= NWestoree - Anne McCaffrey

4= The bhip Who Sang - Anne McCaffrey
6. The Transformation of Miss Mavis Ming - Michael Moorcock
7. Twice Upon a Time - James P.Hogan
8, Tonan: the Sword of Skelos - Andrew J.O0ffutt
9. The Wartian Chronicles - liay Bradbury
10. The Five Gold Bands - Jack Vance
It*s nice to see one of our Honorary Presidents in the number one
apot. Four of this top ten are reviewed in this issue of the newsletter.

"Yes, yes, I know, Smithy
- our kids watch The Outer
Limits, too."




ARTHUR C.CLARKE"s Mysterious World is & new l3-part ATV series which
began on September 2nd and is going out every Tuesday evening. Clarke
investigates all kinds of weird happenings and "inexplicable" phen-
omena. There's going to be a book of the series.

TIME OUT OF MIND, BBC TV's S-part series on SP authors (Clarke, Moor—
cock, Brunner and McCaffrey) and Seacon, is due to be screened yet
again. That will be on Monday afternoons during October, which should
-fuit those of you working at home or on the dole. And if you don'#t
watch it this time the BBC will keep on showing it until you do.

ISAAC ASIMOV's latest book to be published in Britain is About Black
Holes, a simple puide for children, well illustrated in (naturally’)
black and white. It's published by Pan Piccolo at 75 pence.

DON'T FORGET that most evening classes begin their winter seasons this
month, including one on Science Fiction. That begins on Thursday 25th
September at 7.30 pm and will run for twenty weeks, at the Brasshouse
Adult Education Centre, Brasshouse Pascage, off Broad Street, eclose

to the centre of Birmingham. The class tutor will be Chris Morgan.
Detmiled syllabuses should be available at this month's Brum Group
meeting.

BIG 0 and PHIN, two of the firme publishing large, glossy books full
of illustrations, including a fair amount of SF and fantasy, have
Both gone into voluntary liquidatiom recently. The problem seems to
be that too many large format illustrated paperbacks are coming onto
the market, so that too few copies are sold of each new book.

MOST SPHERE BOOKS have become unobtain-
able, following a big fire at the ware-
house of TBL Services, which handles
all Sphere book distribution.

STEPHEN DONALDSON, author of the Chron-
icles of Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever
Tantasy ftrilogy, will be in Birmingham
briefly during October, doing a signing
sesgion at Andromeda as part of a nat-
ional publicity tour. We tried, without
success, to persuade him to talk to the
Brum Group. He's determined to spend as
little time as possible making public
appearances; because this trip to Brit-
ain will also be his honeymoon.

LIONEL & PATRICIA FARTHORPE have become
booksellers, They've recently bought a
shop in Cardiff, and are selling cecond
Hand SF, plus toys and games (including
fantasy games), though lionel is still
doing his job as headmaster of a school
there. They haven't started sending out
mail order lists yet, but if any of you
are in that area and want to call in,
the address is 129 City Road, Roath,,
Cardiff.

THE SHAPE OF FUTURES PAST is a new book
by your friendly newsletter editor,
Chris Morgan, publicshed at the end of
September by Webb & Bower at £5.95.
It's about early predictive SF, and

is well illustrated.
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ANGLICON. vvvsvnssannseasnsennsssB COnvention report by Chris Morgan

Pauline and I have just (as I write thie) arrived back from one
of the emaller British cons of 1980---Anglicon, which happened in
Norwich over September S5th-7th and was organised by the Norwich SF
Group. With around sixty people attending, that was the smallest
con that either of us had known. Not that I'm complaining; tHe comm-
ittee were aiming for that size because this was their first attempt
at running a con and they didn't want to be too ambitious. They
sueceeded well.

It was held on the University of East Anglia campus, which meant
eingle roome (but the bede could be moved), student food (cHeap 'n
cheerful) and long walke to get from one's room to each of the
various programme locations (fortunately it was a dry and sunny
weekend). Joint guests of honour were Brian Stableford and Ian Wat-
son. lLionel Fanthorpe and family were also there,

High points for me were the drive to Norwich (all those long,
straight roade through dead flat countryl), the Friday night party
(free buffet and booze), m book-hunting expedition to Norwich over
Saturday lunchtime (together with Brian and Tionel we managed to
denude seven second-hand bookshops of their SF; this delayed the

afternoon programme by about half an hour, but nobody seemed to mind)
| and the films (Hardware Wars projected backwards and the superb
Wizarde). A cheap and enjoyable con.
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BOOK REVIEWS

| CAUTIONARY TALES by Chelsea Quinn Yarbro, Sidgwick & Jackson £6.50,

207 pages Reviewed by Pauline E.Morgan.
Ms Yarbro writes nasty stories beautifully. Yet all twelve here

have some quality which raises them above the level of mundane
nastiness. In "Un Bel Di", the cruelty of an alien ambassador is
coloured by the gentle innocence of equally alien natives, to give
the story a charm of its own. By contrast, "The Fellini Beggar"
portrays the cruelty of circumstance-—-an exquisite wvoice trapped
in the body of a hideously deformed beggar. "Dead in Irons" has
little in it that is not shocking, particularly as the characters
are the crew of a ship trapped in hyperspace. This is a volume of
contrasting stories, all of which are worth reading.

|

|

THE VISION by Dean R.Koontz, Corgi £1.25, 293 pages
Reviewed by Margaret Thorpe.
Mary Bergen is psychic, and uses her talents to help the police
track down murderers. She is then confronted by a kidler from her
past who is aware of her powers and attempts to kill both her and
her husband in order to escape capture. This is far more profession-
ally written than most novels of its type; the plot is fast paced
and absorbing with enough factual background to keep the reader
interested. The characters are well thought out, and the author does
‘ not, as do so many in this field, delight in too much gory detail.

THE FIVE GOLD BANDS by Jack Vance, Mayflower 95 pence, 138 pages
Reviewed by Chris Morgan,

' The first and rarest of Jack Vance's novels, written thirty-five
Years ago, is here published in Britain for the first time. But it
wasn't worth waiting for. The story is brief and routine, a space
opera dealing with the adventures of an unconvinecing Irishman seek-—
ing the hidden secrets of evolved humans. For Vance completiste only.
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HOW THF GODS WOVE TN KYRANNON by Ardath Nayhar, Sidgwick & Jackson
£5.95, 181 pagen Heviewed Ly Margaret Thorpe.
A fantasy novel by a hitherto unknown esuthor that im a joy to
read, The action is fast paced and well sustained througheut, despite
the format, which 18 narratives of the mction recounted by the lead-
ing characterse. This gives a balanced picture, almoet s panorama of

the story. Ferhaps the characters are a little sketchy, and the
author has certainly not developed the non-buman raced eufficiently.
All in all, thoush, it ir a beautifully written book about the way
in which the Gods of Kyranmnon bring about the dewnfall of a despot
by the use A sengitives who live in harmony with the wild, rather
than ahusing it for their own gain. Highly recommended for lantasy
lovers,

TO WAKE THE DEAD by Ramesey Campbell, Millington £5.95, 1317 papes
Reviewed by Chris Morgan.
Ramsey Campbell, still only in his mid thirties, is probably
Britain's most talented horror writer, To Wake the Dead, abqut a
woman'a gradual realiesation that she can achieve aghral projection
and possesnes occult powers, 18 o supernatural thriller well above
the averape. It is more ambitious than Campbell's first novel, The .
Doll Who Ate Him Mother, The descriptive writing is excellent, cre-
mting just the right atmosphere of dread as it builds up to a terr-
ifying climax, Sometimes the bullding-up seems too alow, with too
much extraneous detmnil, though in retrospect the novel's pace and
supernatural content increase evenly from first to last.

WISSION TO MOULOKIM. by Alan Dean Fouter, NFL £1.35, 280 pages
Reviewed by Margaret Thorpe.

More of a continuation than a sequel to Iceripper, thim is not
quite up to the same standard, Excess padding givee the novel a
very slow start, thoush once wel) into the tale the action is as
fast and furious As ever, with some interesting sidelight® inte the
vlanetary ecology of Tran-ky-ky. Ethan Fortune and Skua September
digcover that the humans are exploiting the Trnn, nnd decide to
help orpaniee the city-ntatee into s federation which will be rec-—
oenised by the Uommonwenlth Council. Neither the offworld profit-
¢ere, nor the Landgraves in charge of the cities, take kindly to
the idea, plunging the crew of the Icerigper boat "Slanderscree®
into more hlnodthiraty hattles.

THE BOOK OF HELL by Ray Ruesell, Sphere £1.10, 179 pngesn
Reviewed by Chris Morgan.
Desplte the title and packaging this collection is not at all
satanic. Seventy per cent of the book consists of an updated film
Beript treatment of Oscar Wilde's The Picture of lorian Grey. Thim
is mainly a contemporary crime story, presented too simply jor a
reading, rather than a watching, audience. Making up the length are
four brief stories, c¢lever but with only a marginal content of
horror or fantasy. A disappointing book, deceptively packaged.

HUNTER OF WORLDS by C.J.Cherryh, Orbit £1.50, 254 papes
Reviewed by Pauline E . Morgan.

C.J.Cherryh ha= aﬁain set herself the very difficult task of cre-
ating alien aliens. Dut merely to give them differently coloured
skins end to insert untranslatable words into their speech does not
make them convincing. Too often the reader must consult one of the
three glossaries for the meanings of otherwise unexplained words,
which interferes with the main flow of the story. Hunter of Yorlds
involves the venpeance hunt of one family of the predatory iduve
apecies against another. Involved against their will are two kallia
and a human, whose minde have been linked by a surgical implant. If
Me Cherryh had concentrated on the interplay between the conflicting
personality patterns of her aliens this could have been much more
enjoyable., Gtripped of the lanpguape problems, the underlying novel
hag much to commend it.
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HOMEWORLD by Harry Harrison, Granada £1,25, 191 pages

Reviewed by Pauline E.Morgan.

In thie, the first of a new trilogy, Harry Harrison has created

a world which at first sight could be a depressing extrapolation of
the present economic receseion: the majority of a decimated popul-
Ation are on the dole, and oil has long run out. Jam Kulozik is an
engineer and part of the wealthy elite. When he starts to show cur-
iosity about the rest of the world he discovers how closely his life
is under surveillance. "owever, the background does not entirely
ring true, and much of the plot is contrived. Harry Harrison can
write entertaining humourous or satirieal novele, but this appears
to be intended seriously and does not reach the same standard.

CRYPT0ZOIC, EARTHWORKS and THFE MOMENT OF ECLIPSE by Brian Aldiss,
Panther 90 pence, 7% pence and 90 pence, 187, 126 and 189 pages
Reviewed by Chris Morgan.

C tozoic (also known as An Age) is a peculiar surrealistic fant-
asy set partly in the remote past, to which many people are mind-
travelling to escape an oppressive dictatorship. Edward Bush, an
artist and mind-travelling champion, experiences sex in the Devonian,
Ernfessional jealousy in the Jurassic and various kinds of aubiective

etrayal in the future and recent past, Most fascinating in this
entertaining novel is Aldissa's portrayal of time, especially man's
fhadowy interface with the past.

Barthworks is a brief surrealist dystopia #et a century or so in
the Tuture. In a very subjective first-person narrative, Knowle Noland
deseribes hie progress throughout life, via a depressed childhood in
blighted Britain and a tough spell of farm life, to being the incomp-—
etent captain of an automated cargo ship and getting caught up in
international politics. Despite its tendency to leap off at tangents
I found this compulsive reading.

The 14 stories which make up The Moment of Eclipse were mostly
written in the late 1960s, and contain some of Brian Aldiss's best
shert fiction. The tone is predominantly surrealist or absurdist.
Included are three impressively sad stories set in future India. Best
of all is "Swastikal" (Hitler is alive and well and living in Ostend),
an outrageous piece which alone is worth the price of the booke.

THE PENGUIN SCIENCE FICTION OMNIBUS edited by Brian Aldiss, Penguim
£1.95, 616 pages Reviewed by Chris Morgan.

Anybody new to SF and bewildered by the excessive choice available
could scarcely do better than to begin with this anthology of 36
stories, There's pothing new here, though; the stories date from the
1950s, and Brian ﬂldias's selections were originally published in
three separate volumes in the early 19608 and have been reprinted
frequently since. Some are now considered classics of SF; all remain
eminently readable.

JOURNEY TO THE CENTRE OF THF EARTH by Jules Verne, Penguin 95pence,

254 pages Reviewed by Chris Morgan.

Not only is this one of Verne's most widely read novels, but it
ie certainly the most popular treatment of the hollow-Farth theme,
as featured in hundreds of books over the last 250 years. Verne's
portrayal of reptiles and vegetation from various pre-historic
periods below the Earth's surface is the first fictional acceptance
of Darwin's QOrigin of Species published five years before this
novel, in 1859, Required reading.

CONAN: THE SWORD OF SKELOS by Andrew J.Offutt, Sphere £1.00, 246 pages
Reviewed by Malcolm Thorpe.
A continuation (and part retelling) of Offutt's last Conan book.
The nineteen-year-old superhero brings down a desvotic ruler and
hie would-be successor by brawn and brain. Though O0ffutt keeps to
Howard's original style, he lacks depth and imagination. The book
is complemented by some suitably mundane illustrations,



THE SNOW QUEEK by Joan D.
Vinge, Sidgwick & Jackson
£6.95, 536 papges
Reviewed by Chris Morgan.

Joan Vinge is almost unknown
in Britain, but I hope that
won't stop a great many people
reading and enjoying this, her
second novel. 8Her first, The
Outcaste of Heaven Belt, has
vet To be published in Brit-
ain.) The Snow Queen is an
awepome achlevement, its high
quality being sustained thr-
oughout. The plot, richly clad
with description and encompass—
ing many characters, is complex
and admirably eontrolled, though
somewhat contrived. The Snow
Queen is the absolute ruler of
the planet Tiamat, with a new |
candidate being chosen at int-
ervals. Arienrhod, the present
queen, schemes to extend her
rule. She has already maintain-
ed her youth and beauty for =
hundred and fifty years, by
daily doses of a benign virus;
she has also caused a clone of
herself to be raised in secre-
cy. But Moon does not know she
is a elone; by becoming a sib-
¥yl and going off-planet she kj

accidentally frustrates the

queen's plans. Moon loses her ADRAN

young fiance, Sparks, though he

finds compensation with the

queen. On Tiamat is a curious "Every ¢

mixture of high technology and hackr{o Fj:::s? —
superstition, existing for par-

ticular astronomical reasons,.

0f great importance to the novel and the situation on Tiamat is a
long-established, palaxy-wide information system of which the sibyls
are a part. The book is a compromise---occasionally an uneasy one-———
between SF and fantasy. There is too much in The Snow Queen for me to
do more than whet your appetite. This is probably jﬁg novel of the
year. Read it.

ow she goes

SATAN'S WORLD by Poul Anderson, Corgi £1.25, 223 pages
Reviewed by Alan Cash.
Serendipity Ine provides information for a price by correlating
random facte, sometimes giving a hupge advantage to the client owver
his competitors. A consultatiom on behalf of Wicholas van Rijn, the
"trader to the stars" plunges his team of "trouble twisters" into
danger. A good read; bald in patches but thoroughly enjoyable.

SOME WILL NOT DIE by Algis Budrye, Magnum £1.25, 283 pages

Reviewed by Vernon Brown.

In a strange mixture of very good and rather mediocre writing,

Budrys describes three different typee of post-plague American dem-
ocracies, founded by related individuale. Engulfing what sre really
three excellent short stories is a meandering tale of political
chicanery and the search for a long-murgered founder, now an ideal-
ised legend rumoured to be alive im the mountains. Not ome of Bud-
rys's best but wel worth reading with selectivity.
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THE FLIGHT TO LUCIFER; A Gnostic Fantasy by Harold Bloom, Faber £4.95,
240 pages Reviewed by Brian Stableford.
Gnosticism is the collective title given to a group of heresies
which were compounded out of Christian ideas and Platonic mysticism.
The gnostics claimed that apart from the authoritative scriptures
there existed an esoteric body of knowledge (gmosis) whose maim feat-
ure was the revelation that God had created only e human soul, and
that the material world, including the body, was the creation of an
evil Demiurge. Bloom's novel assumes the literal truth of this, and
featurese the odyssey of an Lveryman-figure named Perscors through
the apparatus of Gnostic mytholory on the imaginary world of Iucifer.
The nature of the exercise determines that the story should be pond-
erously obscure, and it certainly is. It has nothing to offer, either
as a novel or an a philosephical work, nor will it give the inter-
ested reader any significant information about Gnosticism.

TOO MANY MAGICIANS by landall Garrett, Orbit £1.50, 252 pages

Reviewed by Mike Meara.

A detective story---more specifically a locked-room mystery——-—

set in the present day, on an alternate Earth where the laws of
magic are understood far better than those of physics. The Slavonie
Empire will stop at nothing to obtain the secret of the Anglo-Freneh
Fmpire's powerful new magic-based weapon, and King's Chief Inves?im—
ator Lord Darcy and his assistant, Master Sorcerer Sean 0 Lochlainn,
must solve the problem in their own unusual way. The author and his
characters are rather too pedantic to sustain the pace of the narr-
ative, but the magical "theory" is fascinatingly described in some
detail.

FOOL'S HILL by Hichard A.lupoff, Sphere 95 pence, 207 pagesn
Reviewed by Paul Oldroyd.

The scenario is boringly familiar: an ecologically ravaged Farth,
with surviving population living in plexiglase domes. The story
concerns a new religious order and their attempts at politieanl sab-
otage by exposing a government project to contact a nearby stellar
civilisation which is possibly the only means of enabling life to
survive on Barth. 1t is unfortunate that, whilst Lupoff has a good
grasp of the way in which people will do anything to attain power
including (in this case) destroying everything they have been striv-
1nf for, he cannot convinece the reader that his charaecters are any-
thing other than ciphers merely present to convey the author's |
(admittedly important) message. |

TAU ZERO by Poul Anderson, Uoronet 95 pence, 190 pages
Reviewed by Steve (Green.
Cardboard Swedes hurtle across the cosmos, bringing invisible
characteriration and stilted dialopue to a virgin universe, all
Wrapped in a warm cocoon of implausibility and pseudo-science. Just

the yarn to revive your Yense of Wonder, this, but mercifully for- '
Fettable.
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EDITORIAL NOTES

My unbounded gratitude this month goes to the pglobe-trotting Dave
Langford who bravely overcame his disability (partial inebriation)
in order to phone the Hugo results to me from Boston, USA, while
they were still hot off the rostrum. Thanks to all reviewers (did
you notice the apecial pguest review by Brian Stableford?) and artists,
who were: Ivor Ilatto (p.l), Phill Probert (p.? top, p.3), David Hardy
& Anthony Naylor (p.? bottom, p.T), Luan Smith (p.4).
> | The new Brian Aldise novel Moresu's Other Island arrived two days napo
~ " aAand will be reviewed next month.
Responsible for this newsletter is Chris Morgan, 39 Hollybrow, Selly
Onk, Birmingham B29 41X.




